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Imagine a football field 
laid with concrete end zone 
to end zone, poured and 
formed 10 feet thick — just 
enough to cover the cross-
bar of a goalpost.

Stack 18 of them.
That’s about the amount 

of concrete, up to an esti-
mated 400,000 cubic yards 
for the 187-foot-tall struc-
ture, planned to build a new 
main chamber at Mont-

gomery Locks and Dam 
northwest of Pittsburgh 
through the 2021 Biparti-

san Infrastructure Law.
The inland maritime con-

trol regulates the Ohio Riv-

er and the 12 million tons of 
cargo it carries annually.

It’s the first of the river’s 
three locks-and-dam sys-
tems, all built between 1919 
and 1936, to be replaced. 
According to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
each is at increasing risk of 
failure. The total combined 
cost to replace them is es-
timated at $2.1 billion with 
the entire project expected 
to span decades.

The Montgomery proj-
ect is funded with $857.7 
million from the law, the 
largest announced award in 
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Weather
Today: Chance of rain, 45
This evening: Rain/snow, 30
Tomorrow: Rain, 43
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Deaths
n Nancy L. Fowler, 79, 

Meadville
n Don Allan Graham, 80, 

Linesville
n Ronald Lee Harouff, 

72, East Springfield
n Thomas M. Redmond, 

94, Conneautville
n Robert (Bob) C. Rior-

dan, 79, Meadville
Details, Page A8
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Dates and the daily admission fee are 
set for the 2024 Crawford County Fair 
as its board of directors also seeks four 
nominees for its volunteer board.

The county fair will run Aug. 17 
through 24 next year — an eight-day 
run once again — with the daily gen-
eral admission fee remaining at $8, ac-
cording to Dean Maynard, fair board 
president. Public admission to the fair-
grounds is from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Those age 6 and under get into the 
fair free as do 4-H and FFA members 
and their leaders.

Tuesday, Aug. 20, will be senior cit-
izens and veterans day with senior citi-
zens (age 65 and up) and veterans get-
ting free admission until 4 p.m.

“It will be a soft opening with no gate 
fee Saturday and Sunday [Aug. 17 and 
18],” Maynard said. “We’ll have the 
baked goods auction and harness racing 
will be on. We’ll have some other events 
planned on the grounds and in the grand-
stand, but they’re not final yet.”

There also will be weekly fair pass-
es available for the public at $30 each; 
exhibitors-only weekly passes at $25 
each; and vendor weekly passes at $25 
each with a limit of two per vendor and 
$30 for each additional vendor pass.

The $8 daily admission for the public 
won’t include amusement rides, which 
will be a separate fee, or those grand-
stand events that have their own ticket 
fee, Maynard noted.

The fair currently is in negotiations 
with Main Event Amusements of Sol-
vay, New York, to return as the amuse-
ment ride operator for the 2024 fair.

The fair’s entertainment calendar is 
continuing to take shape, according to 
Maynard.

Crawford 
County Fair 
sets dates, 
keeps fees 
same for 

2024 edition
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It wasn’t a “Ghouls’ Night Out” 
Saturday in downtown Meadville, 
but one of costumed heroes and 
villains.

More than 125 organizations 
of all types took part in the 56th 
Meadville Halloween Parade held 
by the Crawford County Young 
Chamber of Commerce.

The largest night-time parade 
in Pennsylvania, the event this 
year was themed “Heroes and Vil-
lains” with proceeds benefiting the 
Crawford County K-12 Career Ed-
ucation Alliance.

Sidewalks along the parade route 
were packed with onlookers as the 
units marched along South Main 
Street north to and then around Di-
amond Park before heading west 
down Chestnut Street. The units 
went along Chestnut to Market 
Street then turned north to North 
Street before turning west once 
again with the parade ending at 
North and Water streets.

Float winners of the parade 
were:

• Commercial Grand Champion 
— Post Consumer Brands

• Commercial Runner-up — 
Myers Mowing & Lawn Care

• Nonprofit Grand Champion 

— UCIP
• Nonprofit Runner-up — 

Crawford County Career & Tech 
Center

• Youth Constructed Grand 

Champion — Crawford County 
Career & Tech Center

• Youth Constructed Runner-up 
— Meadville Middle School

Other winners were:

• Dance Group Grand Champi-
on — Captivators Baton

• Marching Band Grand Cham-
pion — Conneaut Area “Rock n’ 
Roll” Marching Band

Heroes + villains = fun
SHANNON ROAE/Meadville Tribune photos

LEFT: A lighted tractor dazzles parade-goers during the 56th Meadville Halloween Parade on Saturday night. RIGHT: The Conneaut Area ‘Rock n’ Roll’ 
Marching Band performs as they march in the parade. The students took the award for grand champion in the marching band category.

SHANNON ROAE/Meadville Tribune
A decorated fire truck from Crawford Tech drives down Chestnut Street during the 56th Meadville Halloween Parade 
on Saturday night. Crawford Tech took home the awards for Nonprofit Runner-up and Youth Constructed Grand 
Champion.

Meadville Halloween Parade delivers good weather and good crowd

State to use part of infrastructure 
funds for lock and dam systems
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HARRISBURG — A strong 
majority of registered voters told 
pollsters from Franklin & Mar-
shall that they support allowing 
public schools to employ armed 
security personnel and believe it 
would make schools safer.

The October 2023 Franklin & 
Marshall College Poll showed 
69 percent of respondents were 
on board with armed security 
in schools. The return was even 

CNHI News Service
Contractors began work in August to build a new main cham-
ber at Montgomery Locks and Dam on the Ohio River, north-
west of Pittsburgh. Site work continued as seen on Oct. 11.

Pa. poll finds 
support for 

armed school 
security

See FAIR, Page A9
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A multimillion-dollar expansion at Mead-
ville’s C&J Industries Inc. will increase its pro-
duction capabilities and is expected to boost its 
employment by more than 20 percent.

Increased customer demand has C&J, a 
Meadville plastic injection molding manufac-
turer and medical device manufacturer, adding 
on about 25,000 square feet of space at the rear 
of its plant off Water Street.

The employee-owned company does plastic 
contract manufacturing for the medical, con-
sumer products, telecommunications, indus-
trial and transportation markets.

Ground was broken earlier this month to 
add production capacity as well as 60 jobs to 
the current 260 employee roster, according 
to Rob Marut, C&J Industries’ president and 
chief executive officer.

“One is a medical device [customer] and 
the other is pharmaceutical packaging,” Marut 
said of what has driven the need for expansion.

It’s a project that is close to $7 million in all, 
around $5.1 million in construction costs with 
the rest in equipment.

“This will increase our clean room capacity 
and our general molding capacity, too,” Marut 
said. “A large part of that 25,000 square feet is 
going to be the clean molding room.”

A clean room is a controlled environment 
with a low level of pollutants like dust, air-
borne microbes, aerosol particles and chemi-
cal vapors.

The International Standards Organization, 
or ISO, clean room classification system is 
used in the U.S. mainly for pharmaceutical, 
medical device and biotech related manu-
facturing.

C&J Industries doing major expansion

BARRY STAINBROOK/contributed photo
C&J Industries Inc. of Meadville has started a close to $7 mil-
lion expansion project that is expected to add 60 jobs at the 
plastics firm. See C&J, Page A8
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