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Work completed to upgrade 
electric system in region, A4

McIlroy wins Masters playoff 
to complete Grand Slam, B1

State awards grant for
Greenville buildings, A5

Good Morning
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of Cochranton

Weather
Today: Mostly cloudy, 56 
This evening: Rain, 56
Tomorrow: Rain, 45
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By Chloe Forbes
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

If breaking down barriers is the 
name of the game, Women’s Ser-
vices is all in. Although the title 
Women’s Services seems specific 
to women, they want to make it 
more inclusionary.

The nonprofit, which provides 
help to sexually abused adults and 
children in the Crawford Coun-
ty area, has opened a new clinic: 
Summit Counseling.

The center is located within the 
Crawford Heritage Community 
Foundation building, 415 Chest-
nut St., and unlike the Women’s 
Services Spring Street or Titus-
ville locations, this one is specif-
ically geared toward men.

“We know through this work 
— and we’ve been doing this 
work for almost 50 years now — 

that, for example, 1 in 4 girls, be-
fore the age of 18, will be sexual-
ly assaulted. But also, 1 in 6 boys 
will be sexually assaulted before 
their 18th birthday,” said Wom-
en’s Services Executive Director 
Bruce Harlan, quoting the find-
ings of a widely cited 2005 study 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

“So knowing that there are all 
these victims out there, why aren’t 
we seeing more men? We do see 
some, but it’s very small. Well, 

perhaps it’s because our name is 
Women’s Services.”

Lisa Newhard, one of three 
counselors at the new center, be-
lieves the demand for services is 
higher than the statistics may lead 
people to believe.

“For women, it’s difficult for 
them to admit, and it can be very 
humiliating and embarrassing to 
admit that you are a survivor of 
domestic violence or sexual as-
sault. For men, we can amplify 
that by 1,000 times,” she said. 

“We really believe that (sexual 
violence) is underreported with 
males. So what would have Sum-
mit stand out is directly hitting 
that population — that’s really 
who we’re trying to serve.”

Although Newhard is trained in 
various modalities of counseling 
for those who have suffered trau-
ma, she stressed that not everyone 
who walks through the doors will 
need rigorous treatment.

“Anybody who is a survivor of 
sexual assault or domestic violence, 
that’s definitely trauma,” she said. 
“Not everyone who comes through 
the doors though, having lived 
through either one of those issues, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean that 
they need trauma therapy.”

When someone comes to the 
center, staff will go through steps 

Women’s Services opens counseling center for men

SHANNON ROAE/Meadville Tribune photos
LEFT: Counselor Lisa Newhard talks about the stigma men face when reporting case of sexual assault. RIGHT: Bruce Harlan, executive director of Women’s Services, 
talks about the new Summit Counseling clinic for those who have been sexually assaulted.

Reaching the Summit
“We really believe that (sexual violence) is underreported 

with males. So what would have Summit stand out is
directly hitting that population — that’s really who 

we’re trying to serve.”
Lisa Newhard

Counselor

By Eric Scicchitano
ERICS@CNHINEWS.COM

HARRISBURG — Exam 
fees for low-income students 
enrolled in Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses would be 
waived should a bill proposal 
in the Pennsylvania House be 

adopted into law.
House Bill 819 would also 

create a grant program to train 
teachers in advanced course-
work at schools that offer 
fewer than eight “rigorous 
courses of study” — academ-
ically rigorous college-level 

courses including Advanced 
Placement, International Bac-
calaureate, Cambridge Inter-
national, dual credit and con-
centrated career and technical 
education programs.

End-of-course AP exams 
cost $99. The fee is reduced 

by $37 for eligible low-in-
come students.

Though Pennsylvania pub-
lic schools offering AP cours-
es reach a greater percentage 
of students compared to the 
national average, a lesser 
percentage end up taking the 

exams, according to data from 
the College Board, which ad-
ministers college-prep tests.

Those students, however, 
outperformed the nation-
al mean score in 2024 and 

House OKs bill targeting aid for AP exam costs, teacher training

By Sarah Boden 
SPOTLIGHT PA

Pennsylvania’s foster care and juve-
nile justice systems leave a lot of kids 

with scars, according 
to Bree Hood.

Hood was abused 
by a worker at a fa-
cility where she lived 
as a teen, but didn’t 
report it. She now ad-
vocates for youth with 
the Philadelphia-based 

Juvenile Law Center, and said that too 
many vulnerable kids are getting hurt and 
staying silent out of fear.

“You can’t really trust none of the 
staff in the system, because all the 
staff talk to each other,” Hood told 
Spotlight PA.

‘Child advocate’ 
should be 

replaced by abuse 
watchdog, former 
officeholder says

See SUMMIT, Page A7

See WATCHDOG, Page A7

See AID, Page A6

By Eric Scicchitano
ERICS@CNHINEWS.COM

HARRISBURG — Gov. Josh Shap-
iro stood with his back 
to the Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Residence 
mid-afternoon Sunday, 
the state home badly 
damaged by an arson-
ist’s attack overnight, 
and declared resolve 
in his path forward — 
saying he will govern, 

live and celebrate his faith without fear.
Some 15 hours prior, Shapiro was 

met by troopers banging on the resi-
dence’s door to rush himself, first lady 
Lori Shapiro and their children to safety.

The dining room was burning, the 
same room where the Shapiros dined 

Gov. Shapiro 
resolute in 

three ‘truths’ 
following 

arson attack

See ARSON, Page A6
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CNHI News Service
The Pennsylvania Governor’s Residence was 
damaged in a fire ruled arson early Sunday 
morning in Harrisburg.

By Mike Crowley
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

More than 25 Crawford Tech stu-
dents were among the participants 
in a “Women in the Trades” event 
at Rosedale Technical College in 
Pittsburgh last week.

The ninth annual gathering of 
women from across western Penn-
sylvania, the event aims to inspire 
and empower participants to pursue 
careers in the skilled trades, indus-
tries in which women have been 
historically underrepresented.

Kara Chan, Rosedale’s director 
of education and marketing, said 
about 150 women of all ages partic-
ipated in the Wednesday event.

“The growth in interest shows 
us that more individuals, includ-
ing women, are seeing viable and 
rewarding futures in the trades,” 
Chan said. “With female enroll-
ment at Rosedale Tech already tri-
ple the national average, events like 
these play a critical role in shifting 
perceptions, sparking curiosity, and 

empowering individuals to explore 
these career paths with confidence.”

The program included student 
exploratory opportunities, a pan-
el discussion with alumni and 

industry employers, and a ques-
tion-and-answer session. Crawford 
Tech students heard from recruiters 
and technicians at area auto dealers, 

Several Crawford Tech students attend 
‘Women in the Trades’ event in Pittsburgh

Contributed photo
A group of 26 female students and three instructors from Crawford Tech participated in 
a ‘Women in the Trades’ event Wednesday at Rosedale Technical College in Pittsburgh.

See TRADES, Page A6

Holy WeekHoly Week
at the First Presbyterianat the First Presbyterian  

Church of MeadvilleChurch of Meadville
Thursday, April 17 • 7:30 PMThursday, April 17 • 7:30 PM

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae serviceMaundy Thursday Tenebrae service  
with Holy Communionwith Holy Communion

Friday, April 18 • noonFriday, April 18 • noon
Musical refl ections on the SevenMusical refl ections on the Seven

Last Words of ChristLast Words of Christ

Sunday, April 20 • 8:30 & 11:00 AMSunday, April 20 • 8:30 & 11:00 AM
Festive worship for Easter SundayFestive worship for Easter Sunday

(choir and brass at 11:00 only)(choir and brass at 11:00 only)

890 Liberty St, Meadville • 814-333-2161890 Liberty St, Meadville • 814-333-2161
Livestreams available at www.meadvillefpc.orgLivestreams available at www.meadvillefpc.org
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DEATHS
Lewis Anthony SanFelice
Lewis Anthony

SanFelice, 41, of
Meadville, passed
away Thursday,
April 10, 2025, at
UPMC-Hamot
Medical Center,
with loved ones at
his side.
Lewis was born

in Meadville on June 7,
1983, a son of Sara (Smith)
and the late Anthony SanFe-
lice.
He was affiliated with St.

Mary of Grace Church.
Lewis worked as a health

insurance broker at the
Health Insurance Store help-
ing many families navigate
through the difficult system
for many years. His new-
found career at US Bulk of
Erie, PA, as the head of the
recruiter department was a
great achievement of his.
Lewis is also a well-known
bartender in the Meadville
area. Lewis was extremely
successful with all things
numbers which navigated
him to receiving his bache-
lor's degree in business
finance from Edinboro Uni-
versity. From a small child
Lewis has always had a pas-
sion for everything sports.
He often made the newspa-
per for achievements in
bowling at the local bowling
alley as well as being a die-
hard softball player on his
long-time softball team. His
love for the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers and ChicagoWhite Sox
is untouched. Music was also
a huge part of his life. Jam-
ming in the car always
brought him peace. In 2017,
Haili and Karter came into
his life. Lewis had a pro-
found love for watching his
son, Karter, excel in many
things he taught him. Sports,
math, video games just to
name a few of their hobbies.
Lewis will always be
remembered as a loving and

devoted father. His
longtime girlfriend,
Haili Hawthorne,
was the love of his
life and they shared
a beautiful life
together. His family
and friends will
always remember
him for his infec-

tions laugh and smile. You
always knew when he
entered a room. He will live
on in the lives of those who
received another chance at
life due to donation of his
organs and in the memories
of those who loved him.
In addition to his mother,

Sara SanFelice of Meadville,
Lewis is survived by his girl-
friend, Haili Hawthorne, and
their beloved son, Karter;
sisters Jacqueline Simmer-
man (Howard) of Linesville,
Suzanne Pinkhouse (Joseph)
of Houston, TX, Maria San-
Felice (fiance' Bob Peterson)
of Meadville; many nieces
and nephews.
He was preceded in death

by his father, Anthony San-
Felice.
Family and friends are

invited to call from 3-6 PM
on Tuesday, April 15, 2025,
at STEPHEN P. MIZNER
FUNERALHOME&CRE-
MATION SERVICES,
INC., 404 CHESTNUT ST.
MEADVILLE.
AMass of Resurrection

will be celebrated 11 AM on
Wednesday, April 16, 2025,
at St. Mary of Grace Church,
1085Water St., Meadville,
with Father Tom Troccio
officiating.
In lieu of flowers, contri-

butions may be made to
CCYSA, PO Box 641,
Meadville, PA 16335, in
honor of his beloved Karter.
Share a memory or condo-

lence at www.miznerfuneral
home.com.

showed improvement above 
both 2023 as well as a decade 
prior in 2014, the data shows.

Rep. Steven Malagari, 
D-Montgomery, introduced 
HB819. The estimated cost 
to enact the measure for 
the 2025-26 school year is 
$1,975,000, according to a 
fiscal analysis of the bill.

House members on 
Wednesday cast a 131-72 — 
29 Republicans joining all 
102 Democrats in support — 
to approve the bill and send it 
to the state Senate for further 
consideration.

“The impact of this bill is 
this: More students, especial-
ly from low-income families, 
will be able to take advanced 
courses and the exams with-
out worrying about the cost. 

Smaller schools and districts 
can offer more advanced 
courses with funding sup-
port. And, the state invests in 
educational equity as well,” 
Malagari said during floor re-
marks ahead of the vote.

According to Malagari, 
31 other states offer some 
form of relief for the exam 
costs. His bill would offer 
targeted relief to students 
from homes with income at 
or below 185 percent of the 
federal poverty level. That’s 
the same threshold for free 
or reduced lunch. In 2022-
23, nearly 985,000 of the 
commonwealth’s approx-
imate 1.74 million public 
school students qualified for 
the school nutrition benefit.

The bill would apply not 
just to students in Pennsyl-
vania’s 500 school districts 
but also career and technical 
schools, charter schools and 

other public school entities.
It would require that the 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Education create benchmarks 
and offer technical support to 
any school needing assistance 
toward bolstering advanced 
course offerings. The training 
grants could be received by 
schools for up to five consec-
utive years and would count 
toward educators’ profession-
al development.

Should there be insufficient 
funds to approve all eligible 
grant requests, the bill would 
prioritize funding for schools 
with the greatest percentage 
of low-income students and 
the greatest deficiencies in 
providing advanced courses.

Rep. Marc Anderson, 
R-York, spoke against the bill. 
He said he taught AP courses 
for nearly 20 years and agreed 
that students deserve equal 
opportunity to take the exams. 

However, his opposition was 
rooted in what he described as 
a failing of the College Board, 
a nonprofit, to put students 
above money.

Anderson referred to the 
organization’s annual tax 
filings. The latest available 
shows that in 2023, the Col-
lege Board had revenues ex-
ceeding $1 billion with profits 
at about $26 million. Its net 
assets exceeded $1.7 billion. 
The firm’s payroll topped 
$259.5 million, with top exec-
utives paid at a combined $9.3 
million including $2 million 
for its CEO.

“I stand in opposition to Bill 
819 because it requires taxpay-
ers to subsidize a private entity 
that is able yet unwilling to ful-
fill their charitable mission to 
serve the public good. The Col-
lege Board’s most profitable 
products are the AP exams,” 
Anderson said.

Aid
Continued from Page A1

MEMORIAL NOTICE
HAYTOCK — Benjamin D. Haytock, 80, passed away

unexpectedly on April 10, 2025, in Marsala, Sicily.
Arrangements are incomplete and under the direction of
STEPHEN P. MIZNER FH & CS, INC., 404 CHESTNUT
ST., MEADVILLE. Full obituary will follow.

with relatives and community members 
the evening prior for the first Seder of the 
Jewish holiday Passover.

According to Pennsylvania State Po-
lice, Cody Balmer, 38, of the Harrisburg 
area, hopped a fence and evaded secu-
rity, maneuvering through the property 
during an active search by troopers alert-
ed to a security breach.

Police said Balmer briefly broke into 
the mansion, set the blaze and fled the 
same way he entered the gated mansion 
fronting Second Street along the Susque-
hanna River. He was arrested in Harris-
burg on Sunday afternoon, delaying a 
previously planned news conference by 
about 40 minutes as the apprehension 
developed.

Police tape stretched around the 
fire-damaged portion of the mansion. 
Windows were broken out during the fire 
response, the bricks on the exterior wall 
were covered in char and soot.

Inside spread about the once elegant 
dining room was evidence of how de-
structive the fire was — tables upturned 
and broken, paint bubbled and peeled 
from the ceiling, wallpaper burned away, 
a chandelier coated in ash.

Flanked by state and local law en-
forcement officials, Shapiro expressed a 
range of emotions, at times shaken and 
angered, at times saddened and con-
cerned. He didn’t veer, though, from 
asserting that he won’t be deterred by 
whatever the alleged arsonist’s motives 
may be.

“We do know that this attack was tar-
geted. We don’t know the person’s spe-
cific motive yet but we do know a few 
truths,” Shapiro said during his remarks, 
speaking calmly before raising his voice 
to punctuate his next remark. “First, this 
type of violence is not OK.”

Shapiro paused before continuing, 
“This kind of violence is becoming all 

too common in our society. And I don’t 
give a damn if it’s coming from one par-
ticular side or the other, directed at one 
particular party or another or one partic-
ular person or another.”

“It is not OK,” he sternly declared 
again. “And it has to stop. We have to be 
better than this. We have a responsibility 
to all be better.”

“Second, if this individual was trying 
to deter me from doing my job as your 
governor, rest assured, I will find a way 
to work even harder than I was just yes-
terday for the good people of Pennsylva-
nia.”

“Here’s a third truth. If he was trying 
to terrorize our family, our friends, the 
Jewish community who joined us for a 
Passover Seder in that room last night, 
hear me on this: We celebrated our faith 
last night proudly and in a few hours we 
will celebrate our second Seder of Pass-
over, again, proudly. No one will deter 

me or my family or any Pennsylvanian 
from celebrating their faith openly and 
proudly.”

Balmer faces attempted homicide and 
related charges. Law enforcement hasn’t 
ruled out a hate crime or the potential for 
federal charges on top of the state’s own 
criminal investigation.

Shapiro said his family was trauma-
tized, as were the staff who work at the 
residence. He said he was working to be 
focused on being his best as governor, 
but also as a husband and father.

More than simply passing remarks, 
Shapiro frequently credited first re-
sponders for protecting his family, extin-
guishing the fire and arresting a suspect.

And, he thanked Pennsylvanians.
“I want you all to know that your 

prayers lift us up and in this moment of 
darkness we are choosing to see light 
and we appreciate the light that you have 
shined upon us,” Shapiro said.

Arson
Continued from Page A1
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Gov. Josh Shapiro said he 
had received pledges of help 
from the Department of Jus-
tice, the FBI and the U.S. at-
torney’s office, as well as nu-
merous messages of support 
from fellow governors and 
others.

Yellow tape cordoned off 
an alleyway on the residence’s 
south side, where investi-

gators dogs outside the iron 
security fence and sawed off 
a section from the top of the 
security fence. They wrapped 
it in heavy black plastic and 
took it away in a vehicle.

Shapiro splits his time be-
tween the mansion that has 
housed governors since it was 
built in the 1960s and a home 
in Abington, about 100 miles 
east. He posted a photograph 

on social media Saturday of 
the family’s Passover Seder 
table at the residence.

Former Pennsylvania Gov. 
Mark Schweiker, a Republi-
can, called the attack a “de-
spicable act of cowardice” 
and said he hoped Pennsylva-
nians joined he and his wife in 
keeping the Shapiros in their 
prayers.

Former Gov. Tom Ridge, 

also a Republican, said imag-
es of the damage to the resi-
dence where he lived for eight 
years with his family were 
“heartbreaking” and said the 
attack on the official resi-
dence was shocking.

“Whoever is responsible 
for this attack — to both the 
Shapiro family and our Com-
monwealth — must be held to 
account,” Ridge said.

CNHI News Service
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, Pennsylvania State Police Commissioner Col. Christopher 
Paris, and Lt. Col. George Bivens of the state poice look through the fire scene Sunday at 
the Governor’s Residence.

Pledges of help from Justice Department, other agencies

welders who graduated from 
the Rosedale program and 
now work at Pittsburgh com-
panies, a production super-
visor at Carnegie Robotics, 
and owners and executives at 
other Pittsburgh-based trade 
companies — all of them 
women offering first-hand 
insight into into educational 
paths and career possibilities.

Crawford Tech instructor 
Dan Mealy, one of three in-
structors who took part in the 
event, was impressed by the 
experience.

“Our students really en-
joyed the day,” Mealy said. 
“It was a great opportunity 
for our students to be in the 

same room with top women 
industry leaders and be able 
to participate in the roundta-
ble question-and answer-ses-
sion, which instills in them 
the confidence that they can 
be successful also.”

Founded in 1949, Rosedale 
offers two-year degrees in 
nine fields and awarded 273 
degrees in 2022, 34 of them to 
women, according to datausa.
io. The annual Women in the 
Trades events are “a testament 
to the institution’s ongoing 
efforts to increase diversity, 
promote equity, and prepare 
a skilled workforce for the 
future,” according to an an-
nouncement from the school.

Mike Crowley can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at mcrowley@mead-
villetribune.com.

Trades
Continued from Page A1
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STATE COLLEGE — A Pennsylva-
nia man remained jailed on Sunday after 
being accused by authorities of planning 
a mass school shooting for later this 
month that would have coincided with 
the anniversary of the Columbine High 
School massacre.

Police allege Braeden Phillips, 20, 
had planned to commit a mass shooting 
at State College High School in Central 
Pennsylvania on April 21, one day after 
the 26th anniversary of the deadly Col-
umbine High School shooting, according 
to a criminal complaint.

Police allege Phillips had compiled 
a “hit list” and that the shooting would 
have taken place at around 8:40 a.m. — 
a high traffic time for students and staff 
— near the school’s main staircase. Of-
ficials cited in the complaint allege that 
Phillips planned to place bombs in the 
school bathrooms.

Two teenage boys went on a killing 

rampage at Columbine High School 
in suburban Denver on April 20, 1999. 
They shot and killed 12 classmates and a 
teacher, and wounded two dozen others 
before taking their own lives.

Phillips has been charged with con-
spiracy to commit murder and unlawful 
possession of a firearm. He was being 
held without bond at the Centre Coun-
ty Correctional Facility because he was 
deemed an “extreme danger to the com-
munity,” according to court records.

Court records did not list an attorney 
who could speak on his behalf.

Police were trying to determine if 
anyone else was involved in the plan. 
Authorities allege Phillips said a juvenile 
friend of his also was going to take part 
in the shooting.

“State College Police would like to 
recognize that the success of this in-
vestigation would not have been possi-
ble without the initial report made by a 
concerned citizen. This illustrates the 

importance of ‘see something, say some-
thing,’” police said in a statement.

Authorities were first alerted to the 
plot by staff members at a Centre County 
youth center, who told police a resident 
had shared information about it. Police 
interviewed Phillips’ friends and others, 
who told investigators that Phillips de-
tailed how he planned to carry out the 
shooting and showed them a handgun.

When police asked if Phillips had any 
issues or past grievances with State Col-
lege High School, a friend said Phillips 
had told him, “the school did not serve 
his educational needs and failed him,” 
according to the complaint.

Police allege Phillips initially planned 
to carry out the shooting on April 20, 
which would have been the 26th anni-
versary of the Columbine shooting, but 
that he changed the date because April 
20 falls on a Sunday this year.

Phillips was set to have a preliminary 
court hearing on Wednesday.

Pa. school shooting  planned for Columbine anniversary

814-333-2667

Specials Good Through 4/19 While Supplies Last
12170 Townline Rd. Meadville, PA 

 Monday-Friday 9-5:30   Sat 9-4:30  Sun - Closed

12170 Townline Road, Meadville, PA 16335mfm@emypeople.net

GREENGREEN
ONIONONION

DUTCHDUTCH
LOAFLOAF

SMOKEDSMOKED
HOTHOT
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FOR GOOD FRIDAY!FOR GOOD FRIDAY!

PARTY TRAYS, COOKIE TRAYS, PARTY TRAYS, COOKIE TRAYS, 
HOMEMADE FRUIT PIES, HOMEMADE FRUIT PIES, 

DINNER ROLLS & DINNER ROLLS & 
ALL YOUR OTHER GOODIES!ALL YOUR OTHER GOODIES!
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DINNER ROLLSDINNER ROLLS

Check out our large Check out our large 
selection of Troyer selection of Troyer 

meat & cheesemeat & cheese
Rich in TraditionRich in Tradition

Rich in TasteRich in Taste

BOWLER’S
J E W E L R Y  S T O R E

853 MARKET ST.
MEADVILLE
333-1332

MON. THRU THUR. 9 TO 5
FRI. 9 TO 5:30 • SAT. 9 TO 3

14 KT Yellow Gold 
Estate diamond earrings

European Cut
1.30 carat total weight

$1995.00
We do not off er every plan available in your area. 
Currently we represent 7 organizations which off er 79 
products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 
1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance 
Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.
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