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Panthers top Eagles in semis, B1
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practice fireworks safety, A4
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By Chloe Forbes
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

After traveling to about 25 county pre-
cincts over 200 miles on Election Day, 
Crawford County Commissioner Eric 
Henry had one takeaway: precincts are 
desperate for poll workers.

At a work session Thursday, Henry said 
the poll workers are growing older but are, 
in some cases, scared to quit because they 
don’t think anybody will take their place.

It takes about 300 workers to staff the 
county’s 61 precincts on primary and gen-
eral election days.

Poll workers are paid around $125 — as 
passed by a proposal this year — for their 
13-hour-day, which Henry acknowledged is 
low but is an admirable display of civic duty.

“The alternative to that is that we have 
to start consolidating polling places and 
we don’t want to do that,” he said. “We 
want to keep them where they’re at.”

Aging poll workers carry a wealth of 
knowledge that could be passed down to 
new workers, which makes now a good 
time for people to join, according to 
commissioners.

“They all said, ‘Hey, you have to start 
finding our replacements.’ And what 
was really nice, in some places, students 
stepped up from high schools,” Henry 
said. “There were places where there were 
80 year olds and high school students, and 
they really work well together.”

Still, they are urging anyone to come 
forward and give their time to serve the 

By Chloe Forbes
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

VENANGO — The first words 
Henry uttered were “I play.”

“That’s before he said ‘mom-
ma,’” remarked his mother, Jes-
sica Graf. When she moved to 
Venango with an 18-month-old 
Henry in 2018, she knew he 
would need a place to explore, 
and she believed every other 
child did too.

“I created that vision in my 
mind and started to talk to people 
about it,” she said. “Then it was 
figuring out how to get it done.”

That vision was to revitalize 
Karl Gerdon Park, a 2.3-acre space 
leased by the borough from Ve-
nango Volunteer Fire Department.

The park is named for the late 
Karl Gerdon who had directed 

the last park improvement in the 
1970s. He was also a founding 
member of the fire department 
and owner of the former Gerdon’s 
Red and White Grocery in Venan-

go. The park hadn’t been updated 
since the new playground equip-
ment was installed in 1976.

“Its age made it so that people 
were driving to Edinboro or Mead-

ville to parks as opposed to a close-
to-home option,” Graf said.

The park had a basketball 
court with homemade hoops and 
telephone pole supports, along-
side one metal slide and a cou-
ple of swings, some trees with 
widowmaker branches, a rickety 
yet resourceful launch, and, most 
importantly, a lot of potential.

The first hurtle was funding, 
but there was significant traction 
come 2021.

“I didn’t have the money, but I 
had the time,” Graf said about her 
hustle to raise the funds needed to 
build the park of her dreams.

In a borough of about 207 
people (according to the latest 
U.S. Census data), its residents 
rallied under Graf and secured 

County
to consolidate 

precincts if poll 
worker decline 

continues

By Mike Crowley
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

More than 400 people as-
sembled in the Meadville 
Area Senior High auditorium 
on Thursday to celebrate the 
accomplishments of 85 high 
school seniors, and the hope for 
nearly everyone in the crowd 
was that the students will go far 
in their careers — but that they 
won’t go far at all.

“You are essential to our 
community and we want you 

‘We want you to stay here’: Crawford 
Tech students sign with local companies

MIKE CROWLEY/Meadville Tribune photos
A group of Crawford Tech seniors sign their letters of intent, signifying 
their decisions to accept jobs with local companies following graduation 
next month. RIGHT: Crawford Tech Assistant Director Mike Costa (left) 
distributes yard signs at the school’s signing day ceremony Thursday.

By Eric Scicchitano
ERICS@CNHINEWS.COM

The plan to shutter seven satellite 
campuses at Penn State University ad-
vanced Thursday on a split vote of the 
university’s Board of Trustees.

Members cast a 25-8 vote to approve 
a plan developed by university President 
Neeli Bendapudi and a select workgroup 
tasked to make recommendations to re-
duce spending as enrollment shrinks, 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration says making cents 
doesn’t make sense anymore.

The U.S. Mint has made its final 
order of penny blanks and plans to 
stop producing the coin when those 
run out, a Treasury Department 
official confirmed Thursday. This 
move comes as the cost of making 
pennies has increased markedly, by 
upward of 20 percent in 2024, ac-
cording to the Treasury.

By stopping the penny’s produc-
tion, the Treasury expects an imme-
diate annual savings of $56 million 

in reduced material costs, according 
to the official, who was not autho-
rized to discuss the matter publicly 
and spoke on condition of anonym-
ity to preview the news.

In February, President Donald 

Trump announced that he had or-
dered his administration to cease 
production of the 1-cent coin.

“For far too long the United 
States has minted pennies which 
literally cost us more than 2 cents. 
This is so wasteful!” Trump wrote 
at that time in a post on his Truth 
Social site. “I have instructed my 
Secretary of the US Treasury to stop 
producing new pennies.”

There are about 114 billion pennies 
currently in circulation in the United 
States — that’s $1.14 billion — but 
they are greatly underutilized, the 

Stop making cents: U.S. Mint moves 
forward with plans to kill the penny

Associated Press
Freshly-made pennies sit in a bin at the 
U.S. Mint in Denver in 2007.

See POLL, Page a6

See PENNY, Page a6

See TECH, Page a6

Penn State
Board of Trustees 

approves seven 
campus closures

See PENN STATE, Page a5

How Venango raised $955K to renovate Karl Gerdon Park

SHANNON ROAE/Meadville Tribune photos
The recently renovated Karl Gerdon Park in Venango features a picnic shelter and a new playground (at left) and courts for several sports.

Jessica Graf, Venango Borough Council president, thanks the many volunteers 
who joined her in revitalization efforts at the park.

‘A space for everyone’

See PARK, Page a6

Meadville-Conneaut Lake Rd.
(2.2 miles past Wal-Mart)

Open Daily Noon-9pm
Closed Tuesdays

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIALS!MEMORIAL DAY SPECIALS!
  Black Walnut SpecialBlack Walnut Special  TODAYTODAY    

Strawberry Pretzel SundaeStrawberry Pretzel Sundae      
ALL WEEKEND!ALL WEEKEND!
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DEATHS

Bruce Howard Spencer
Bruce Howard

Spencer, 87, of
Meadville, passed
away onWednes-
day, May 21, 2025,
at his son Jason's
home surrounded
by his family.
Born February

28, 1938, in
Meadville, he was
the son of the late
Fletcher and
Gertrude Laver
Spencer. He mar-
ried Nancy Sanner
on December 7, 1963, and
she preceded him in death on
September 18, 2020.
He graduated from

Meadville High School in
1956 as a member of the
Senior Seven as the top
vocational student. On
August 24, 1956, he enlisted
in the US Army and served
in Germany and was honor-
ably discharged on Septem-
ber 18, 1959. Returning
from his military duty he
worked at Wm. T. Spaeder
Company in Erie as a heavy
equipment operator for 40
years, retiring in 2000.
In his spare time he spent

many hours working on
neighbors and family vehi-
cles and equipment in his
garage. He was a member of
the Operating Engineers
Local 66, a lifetime member
of the Vernon Central Hose
Company, and also served as
Union Township Supervisor
for several years.
Survivors include his

daughter, Kimberly
(Michael) Sciallo of
Erie; his son, Jason
(Melissa) Spencer
of Meadville; a
brother, Larry
(Ruth) Spencer of
Meadville; his
niece, Brenda
(Jerry) Schoonover,
and a great-nephew,
Todd Schoonover;
and many other
nieces and
nephews.
In addition to his

wife, he was preceded in
death by 3 brothers, Jim,
Lyle and Dan; and 3 sisters,
Emma Barco, Alice Spencer
and Loretta Sherrod.
A Gathering of Friends

and Family will be on Tues-
day, May 27, 2025, from
4:00pm until 7:00pm at the
DICKSON FAMILY
FUNERALHOME, INC.,
123 S. Franklin St.,
Cochranton, when the Rev.
Phil Shields will conduct a
Celebration of Life Service
at 7:00pm. Interment will be
in St. John's Cemetery on
Wednesday at 11:00amwith
military honors by the
Cochranton American
Legion. There will be a lun-
cheon at the Vernon Central
Fire Hall following the ser-
vices.
In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to the
VNAHospice of Venango
County, 491 Allegheny
Boulevard, Franklin PA
16323.

Paul Zolbrod
Paul Zolbrod,

professor and
author, died on
February 21, 2025,
at home in Albu-
querque, NewMex-
ico. He was 92.
Paul's best-

known work was
"Diné Bahane': The
Navajo Creation
Story," considered
to be the most com-
plete version of the
sacred stories in
print (NewMexico
University Press, 1984). In
addition to being a cherished
husband and father, he was a
beloved professor and men-
tor who touched the lives of
thousands of students.
Paul was born in Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania, in 1932
to the late Caroline Engler
Zolbrod and Herman Zol-
brod, both immigrants. He
was drafted into the U.S.
Army, where he served in
Japan from 1953-1955. The
GI Bill enabled Paul to get
his bachelor's degree in
English at University of
Pittsburgh. A self-described
lackadaisical high school
student, he graduated
Summa Cum Laude in 1958
and went on to earn his doc-
torate. Paul joined the fac-
ulty of Allegheny College in
Meadville, Pennsylvania, in
1964. Several years later, a
visit to the Museum of the
Plains Indians sparked his
curiosity about whether
Native American oral tradi-
tion included poetic epics.
Thus began the research into
Native American poetics that
guided his scholarship for

the rest of his life.
He published
widely on the topic
and has one more
book, "Paradise
Revisited," forth-
coming (Pleiades
Press, 2025).
Teaching was

Paul's passion.
After he retired
from Allegheny in
1994, he taught at
the Crownpoint
branch campus of
Diné College for

twenty years, as well as at
NewMexico Highlands Uni-
versity and Pacifica Gradu-
ate Institute. To honor Paul,
Allegheny alumnae and
friends created the Dr. Paul
Zolbrod Interdisciplinary
Communications Fund to
support work in the humani-
ties, where contributions can
be made in his honor.
Paul is survived by his

wife, JoanneMcCloskey; his
children, Zoe Zolbrod and
Aaron Zolbrod; his stepchil-
dren, Eric McCloskey and
Laurel McCloskey; his
grandchildren, Atillio Zol-
brod DeBernardi, Adalina
Zolbrod, and Lillian Zolbrod
DeBernardi; his previous
spouse, Joan Dietrich Zol-
brod; his sister, Wilma
Austern; and ten nieces and
nephews. There will be a cel-
ebration of life at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church of
Meadville, where Paul was a
member for many years, on
May 30, 2025, at 2:00 pm.
Please visit our online

guestbook for Paul at
www.FrenchFunerals.com.

Charles Robert Broad
Charles Robert

Broad, whose life
was a testament to
love, community,
and joy, passed
away peacefully at
home Tuesday,
May 20, 2025, with
his loving wife and
Grandog, Maverick,
by his side.
He was born onMay 19,

1947, in Philipsburg, PA,
and had just happily received
so much love from his fam-
ily and friends while cele-
brating his 78th birthday. He
was born to Anna Jean
Brown, and then adopted and
lovingly raised by his par-
ents, Robert Lloyd and
Emily Jean Peoples Broad.
A proud graduate of

DuBois High School, Chuck
went on to graduate from
Clarion University with a
bachelor's degree in math
education and later received
his master's degree in educa-
tion from Edinboro Univer-
sity. He taught math in the
Girard area for 10 years and
coached the track team. He
truly loved working with all
the students and athletes and
positively impacted many
lives. He then transitioned
into real estate, where he
worked hard to serve the
community until his last
days, and he found great joy
in meeting and helping
numerous clients.
Chuck married Regina

Crosby on August 22, 1970.
They had a lifelong compan-
ionship for over 54 years,
which became the founda-
tion of a beautiful family.
Together, Chuck and Reg
settled in Albion, where they
raised their children, Bonnie,
Charley, andMike. Their
family grew to include nine
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. He is survived
by his wife, Regina Crosby
Broad; daughter Bonnie
(Broad) Bernhardt, her hus-
bandMichael Bernhardt, and
their three children, Lynsee,
Mandy, andMichaella, of
Albion; son Charles (Chuck)
Broad, Jr., his wife Donna
Broad, and their two children
Nicolas and Alexis, of Con-
neautville; sonMichael
Brady, his wife Chanda
Brady, and their three chil-
dren Tristan, Sawyer, and
Connor, of West Point, UT;
sister, KateWisneski of
Reynoldsville; and brother
Dennis Brown of Clearfield.
Chuck was preceded in

death by his parents, Robert
(Bud) and Emily (Jean)
Broad, and his birth mother,
Anna Jean Brown; siblings
Carol Gifford, Robert Hugh
Broad, Nerissa Broad and

Cathy (Cate) Fulton
-Morris; and grand-
daughter Ireland
Rose Brady.
He was an avid

hunter and fisher,
but his joy in these
activities came
from his wish for
helping others suc-

ceed. In his younger years,
he loved participating in
field trials with his bird dogs,
alongside his dad, brother,
wife, and many friends. He
enjoyed golfing and playing
cards with his friends and his
family, and boy could he tell
a story. Chuck loved watch-
ing sports, from the days of
his kids playing "Valley
Ball," to never missing a
Valley football game even
years after his boys gradu-
ated, to watching his grand-
kids play sports throughout
their lives. He was a legend
in the local sports commu-
nity and the voice of Valley
and later CASH athletics;
many recognized him as the
area's biggest and most sup-
portive fan. If you ever made
it to a game, we're sure you
heard him yelling "Valley
Ball" or "Have fun out there
girls, have fun!" More
recently, he was always
greatly looking forward to
watching his grandkids play
lacrosse, and he will be
missed in the stands with his
loud cheers.
He often said his favorite

things to do in life were just
spending time with his fam-
ily and friends, and he
always exemplified a life of
giving, kindness, joy, laugh-
ter, and perseverance.
Chuck will be remem-

bered as a man who loved his
family, his friends, his com-
munity, and his country with
all he had.
Calling hours will be held

at the Mattera Funeral
Home, 188 East State Street,
Albion, PA, on Friday, May
23, 2025, from 5-7 and Sat-
urday, May 24, from 10-
noon. A funeral service will
immediately follow, with
Pastor Allan Thorpe officiat-
ing. Family and friends are
invited to gather afterwards
at the Albion Assembly of
God fellowship hall located
at 11311 PA-18 Albion, PA
16401.
In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to the
Springboro Volunteer Fire
Department, the Conneaut
Valley Alumni Association,
or CASHAll Sports Boost-
ers.
To light a memory candle

or leave a condolence, please
visit www.matterafuneralho
me.com.

county on Election Day as 
poll workers as the situation 
grows dire.

In other news at the work 
session, commissioners were 
notified of a permit from 
Grace Fellowship Church to 
construct a 12,485-square-
foot building addition, associ-
ated parking area and storm-
water management system in 
Oil Creek Township.

John Swick of the Crawford 
County Hospital Authority 
said Meadville Medical Center 

approached the authority for 
tax-exempt financing for its 
capital project. It is looking to 
borrow $6 million. Last year, 
commissioners approved a $12 
million borrowing plan for the 
year for medical equipment 
updates to Meadville Medi-
cal Center and Titusville Area 
Hospital. Swick will meet with 
the medical center on Tuesday 
and report back for the regular 
meeting of the commissioners 
on Wednesday.

Chloe Forbes can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at cforbes@meadvil-
letribune.com.

Poll
Continued from Page a1

Treasury says. The penny was 
one of the first coins made by 
the U.S. Mint after its estab-
lishment in 1792.

The nation’s treasury secre-
tary has the authority to mint 
and issue coins “in amounts 
the secretary decides are nec-
essary to meet the needs of the 
United States.”

Advocates for ditching the 
penny cite its high produc-
tion cost — almost 4 cents 
per penny now, according to 
the U.S. Mint — and limited 
utility. Fans of the penny cite 
its usefulness in charity drives 
and relative bargain in pro-
duction costs compared with 
the nickel, which costs almost 
14 cents to mint.

Pennies are the most popular 
coin made by the U.S. Mint, 
which reported making 3.2 
billion of them last year. That’s 
more than half of all the new 
coins it made last year.

Congress, which dictates 
currency specifications such 

as the size and metal content 
of coins, could make Trump’s 
order permanent through law. 
But past congressional efforts 
to ditch the penny have failed.

Two bipartisan bills to kill 
the penny permanently were 
introduced this year.

Jay Zagorsky, professor or 
markets, public policy and 
law at Boston University, said 
that while he supports the 
move to end penny produc-
tion, Congress must include 
language in any proposed leg-
islation to require rounding up 
in pricing, which will elimi-
nate the demand for pennies.

Zagorsky, who recent-
ly published a book called 
“The Power of Cash: Why 
Using Paper Money is Good 
for You and Society,” said 
otherwise simply ditching 
the penny will only increase 
demand for nickels, which 
are even more expensive, at 
14 cents to produce.

“If we suddenly have to 
produce a lot of nickels — 
and we lose more money on 
producing every nickel — 
eliminating the penny doesn’t 
make any sense.”

Penny
Continued from Page a1

MIKE CROWLEY/Meadville Tribune
Cadence Gledhill, Arrow Electric Prefab Manager Donnie Marsteller, 
Josiah Kauffman and Jordan Kohler pose for photos after Gledhill, 
Kauffman and Kohler signed their letters of intent to accept positions 
with Arrow following their graduation next month.

over $955,000, including in-
kind labor and equipment use 
totaling around $140,000. Re-
maining costs were covered 
by 14 grants and private do-
nations; 23 volunteers and 13 
contractors worked to complete 
the project in fall of 2024.

Organizations granting 
funds include the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources, 
Community Development 
Block Grants and an Act 13 
of 2012 Grant from Craw-
ford County, American Res-
cue Plan Act Grants from 
Venango Borough along 
with Cambridge, Cussewa-
go and Venango townships, 
the Crawford Heritage Com-
munity Foundation, Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy, 
Pennsylvania Organization 
for Watersheds and Rivers, 
and the Pennsylvania Envi-
ronmental Council.

The new park features two 
pickleball courts, a full-size 
basketball court, a grassy area, 
a playground, new concrete 
walkways, a pavilion and re-
stroom, benches, accessible 
parking, and access to French 
Creek complete with a launch.

Graf designed the park 
herself, taking Henry and 
her twin daughters, Emma 
and Ella, to various parks 
and playgrounds and flipping 
through pages of catalogues, 
with Henry by her side.

“How big can we go and 
how many slides can we fit 
with the money we have? Of 

course, he always wanted to 
go bigger,” she said.

Already, since the park 
opened last fall, people have 
played pickleball, basketball, 
football and more, or stopped 
on their paddling trip for a 
break, watched the sunset, took 
a walk or used the playground.

“The biggest thing is that I 
wanted to create a space for 
everyone of all ages and all 
interests,” Graf said.

For those paddling on 
French Creek, they can start 
or end their journey at Gerdon 
Park or simply take a quick 
break and use the restroom.

The park is open year-
round, but the restroom is 
closed from November until 
the end of March. The stairs 
and launch are lifted during 
high-water season, but there 
is still access to French Creek 
at the park.

During a dedication cere-
mony on Thursday, Graf rec-
ognized the countless people 
who made the project possible. 
She presented some of the most 
involved workers with a col-
lage of pictures from the new 
park displayed in frames made 
by her husband, Eric, from the 
sugar maple trees they had to 
cut down for safety purposes.

“This project strengthened 
our community as many people 
came together,” she said of the 
efforts, fundraisers and support. 
“It’s my hope that this proj-
ect will serve as an inspiration 
to others of what can happen 
when we work together.”

Chloe Forbes can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at cforbes@meadvil-
letribune.com.

Park
Continued from Page a1

to stay here,” Zachary Nor-
wood, director of the Craw-
ford County Planning Office, 
told the soon-to-be graduates. 
“That’s why Crawford Coun-
ty is investing in you.”

 The number of students 
signing on with businesses is 
a new record for the event, up 
from a previous high of 64 two 
years ago, and the number of 
employers hiring students is 
also up from 51 last year.

Employers’ interest in Craw-
ford Tech students was easy to 
explain for Donnie Marsteller, 
prefab manager for Green-
ville-based Arrow Electric Inc., 
who joined three soon-to-be 
employees onstage as they 
signed their letters.

“It’s been awesome,” 
Marsteller said of Arrow’s in-
volvement with signing day, 
which dates back to at least 
2021. “We have a high reten-
tion rate with the Vo-Tech.”

Once Josiah Kauffman, 
Jordan Kohler and Cadence 
Gledhill had signed their let-
ters, they followed Marsteller 
off the stage, pausing for a 
second so the boss could pick 
up a yard sign from Mike 
Costa, Crawford Tech’s as-
sistant director. “We hired a 
Crawford ‘Tech’ graduate,” 
the signs announced.

All three of the students 
will soon be working on an 
Erie Insurance building proj-
ect, Marsteller said.

Kauffman has already 
spent about four months as 
a prefab electrician making 
electrical panels and helping 
wherever he’s needed for Ar-
row through Crawford Tech’s 
cooperative education pro-
gram, which allows him to 
spend half of a typical school 
day on the job.

“It’s a good experience,” 
Kauffman said. “They’re a 
great company.”

Gledhill spent her co-op ex-
perience working at an Italian 
restaurant, she said, but her 
interest in working with her 
hands, her positive experience 
in a construction technology 
at Cochranton Junior-Senior 
High, and the positive reports 
from other employees, led her 
to accept a position with Ar-
row. She starts in July.

“I’m switching it up, but I’m 
excited,” Gledhill said. “I didn’t 
really know what I was going 
to do this past year and I was 
like, it’s calling my name.”

Kohler, who has worked 
for another electrical company 
during his co-op experience, 
was excited to start as an ap-
prentice with Arrow in mid-
June. The four-year program 
will enable him to qualify as a 
journeyman electrician, he said.

“I like how it’s something dif-
ferent every day,” Kohler said. 
“You’re always doing some-
thing different, you’re going 
somewhere different, you’re 
always learning — problem 
solving. It’s challenging at first, 
but it keeps me busy.”

And the money’s not bad, 
either, he added, echoing 
comments Norwood made in 
his address to the new hires.

Over the last school year, 
Norwood said, the 163 stu-
dents in Crawford tech’s co-
op program worked about 
59,000 hours, earning more 
than $765,000.

“That’s not chump change,” 
Norwood said of the data that 
averages out to about $13 per 
hour. “That’s real econom-
ic impact and it’s proof that 
skilled education leads to im-
mediate value.”

Mike Crowley can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at mcrowley@mead-
villetribune.com.

Tech
Continued from Page a1
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ATTENTION:

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED

Business offices of The Meadville Tribune will be closed 
on Monday, May 26, in observance of Memorial Day

Advertising deadlines will be adjusted as follows:

Run date
Thursday, May 29

Run date
Monday, 5/26
Tuesday, 5/27

Deadline
Today at 4 p.m.

Deadline
Today at 2 p.m.
Today at 3 p.m.


