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Shooting suspect aired grievances 
against Trump in writings to family
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
man accused of opening fire 
at the White House Corre-
spondents’ Association dinner 
railed against Trump adminis-
tration policies and referred to 
himself as a “Friendly Federal 
Assassin” in writings sent to 

family members minutes be-
fore an attack that authorities 
increasingly believe was po-
litically motivated, according 
to a message reviewed by The 
Associated Press.

The writings, sent shortly 
before shots were fired Sat-
urday night at the Washington 
Hilton, made repeated ref-

erences to President Donald 
Trump without naming him 
directly and alluded to griev-
ances over a range of admin-
istration actions, including 
U.S. strikes on boats accused 
of smuggling drugs in the 
eastern Pacific Ocean.

Investigators are treating 
the writings, along with a 

trail of social media posts 
and interviews with fami-
ly members, as some of the 
clearest evidence yet of the 
suspect’s mindset and possi-
ble motives.

Authorities uncovered 
what one law enforcement 

Associated Press
U.S. Secret Service agents surround President Donald Trump as he is 
taken from the stage after a shooting incident outside the ballroom 
during the White House Correspondents’ Dinner on Saturday.

By Chloe Forbes
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

Andrew Idzic marched up the flights 
of stairs in the Allegheny Innovation 
and Creativity Lab on Bessemer Street 
in Meadville and sat himself in front of 
a table lined with prosthetic parts and 
diabetic footwear.

Now the strategic business adviser of 
the Northwest Industrial Resource Cen-
ter, Idzic said he was once a salesman 
for prosthetics in Erie. But on Thursday, 
the roles were switched as a prosthetist 
was looking to sell him on an idea.

The idea came from Tammie McEl-
hinny, owner of Me Again Boutique in 
Meadville, which specializes in taking 
care of women who are navigating life 
post-breast cancer. A certified prosthe-
tist and orthotist, McElhinny created the 
space to provide post-mastectomy fit-
tings and garments that alleviate swell-
ing associated with lymphedema.

Without Me Again, women would 
have to travel to Erie or Cranberry, and 
even then, there’s a real shortage of cer-
tified mastectomy fitters, with only a 
few between Erie and Pittsburgh. Even 
mores, in the next 10 years, there will 
be only three or four people who are 

Me Again 
Boutique seeking 

help in launch 
of mentoring 

program

By Mike Crowley
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

For a group of Crawford Tech 
students who recently competed 
against their peers in the Skill-
sUSA Pennsylvania Leadership 
and Skills Conference, it’s hard to 
measure how much time went into 
preparing for the competition.

Every half-day they spent in 
class at Crawford Tech contribut-
ed, of course, as did time studying 
outside of school and, for some, 
hours spent working in a related 
field each week. Needless to say, 
the time invested was high.

In some cases, however, it’s 
possible to be more precise.

Kharizma Garlick, for instance, a 

Meadville Area Senior High senior 
who is in the welding program at 
Crawford Tech, spent most of her 
Fridays last year working on the art-
work that would ultimately be her 
submission in the welding sculp-
ture competition. Toward the end of 
her junior year, she worked on the 
sculpture — and the skills needed to 
create it — full time, as she did for 
much of the current year.

Along the way, she logged the 
hours she spent on the sculpture 
— all 540 of them. She also used 
those hours effectively, using all 
metal ingredients to create a sur-
prisingly realistic natural scene 
rather than the sort of industrial 
work that often tends to be associ-

ated with welding sculpture.
“I wanted people to be like, 

‘Oh, I know what this is — this is 
a waterfall, these are trees — this 
ground’s very interesting, it has a 
nice texture to it.’ I wanted people 
to be able to see the texture but 
also feel the texture,” Garlick said 
during a recent day in the welding 
shop. “I just love nature — any-
thing to deal with the outside in 
general, I’m all for it. If I was able 
to go no-service, no-anything and 
just live out there, I would.”

The resulting depiction of a 
waterfall erupting from a forest-
ed mountainside proved good 
enough to earn Garlick a bronze 
medal in the SkillsUSA compe-

tition held April 7-10 in Hershey. 
Garlick was one of five Crawford 
Tech students who finished first 
in their fields at the District 10 
competition earlier this year to 
move on to states. Four of the five 
finished in either second or third 
place and brought home medals 
from the statewide contest.

While none will be moving on 
to the national competition, Rob 
Kightlinger, the electronics tech-
nology instructor who helps over-
see the school’s SkillsUSA teams 
and accompanied the state final-
ists to Hershey, there was plenty 
to be proud of.

Monday Spotlight: On the Job

By Jean Shanley
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Don Dean’s job as a paint-
er for Salt Painting has taken 
him to job sites as far south 
as Kentucky and Tennessee 

and as far north as almost into 
Canada.

The opportunity to travel 
and see as much of the coun-
try is his favorite part of his 
job.

Dean started working at 
Salt 41 years ago when he 
was traveling down a street 
in Meadville and saw a friend 
painting a house. The friend 
encouraged Dean to apply to 

Salt and he did.
He painted houses in the 

area for many years before 
becoming a specialized paint-
er two years ago.

He became a certified paint-

er through the Department of 
Environmental Protection to 
do industrial painting includ-
ing the inside of diesel, oil and 

Don Dean brushes up as a painting professional

Founders & Guardians: John Muir

Editor’s note: Founders & 
Guardians is a series The Meadville 
Tribune is publishing as America 
gets ready to celebrate the 250th an-
niversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence.

“When one tugs at a single thing in 
nature, he [and she] finds it attached 
to the rest of the world.”— John Muir

By Michael R. McGough 
CNHI NEWS SERVICE

John Muir was born on April 21, 
1838, in Dunbar, Scotland. He was the 

third of eight children born 
to Daniel and Ann Muir. In 
both primary and grammar 
school, he demonstrated an 
interest in mechanical de-
vices and nature.

At age 11, in 1849, his 
family immigrated to the 
United States, settling near 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Although his formal edu-
cation had ended, his desire 
to learn led to self-directed learning in 
a wide range of subjects from mathe-
matics to philosophy.

In his teens, Muir creat-
ed several mechanical in-
ventions that were impres-
sive in both their form and 
function. At age 22, he left 
home to exhibit some of 
his inventions at a state fair.

The next year, he enrolled 
at the University of Wiscon-
sin, where he studied for the 
next two years. A classmate, 
Milton Griswold, reawak-
ened in Muir what was to 

become an intense interest in botany. 
He returned home in 1863, and later 

that same year, he took the first of many 
walks to explore the natural world. He 
walked along the Wisconsin River to the 
Mississippi River.

Muir traveled to Canada in 1864. 
He worked at a sawmill and tool fac-
tory, using his inventive talents to im-
prove operations, while continuing his 
self-study of botany.

When he returned to the United 
States in 1866, he became an engi-
neer and supervisor at a carriage fac-
tory in Indianapolis, Indiana. He also 

Father of the National Parks: Disregard for
anything in nature ultimately impacts all of nature

John Muir
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Crawford Tech students perform well at state competition

MIKE CROWLEY/Meadville Tribune photos
LEFT: Crawford Tech senior Elizabeth Rifenberrick checks the blood pressure of classmate Madeleine Brenot as Chanelle Massey listens to double-check the reading. 
Rifenberrick was one of five Crawford Tech students to compete in the statewide SkillsUSA competition held earlier this month in Hershey, finishing seventh in basic 
health care. RIGHT: Kharizma Garlick, a senior in the Crawford Tech welding program, places her creation on a shop table. Garlick placed third in the welding sculpture 
category at the competition for students in career and technical schools.

See TECH, Page A8

See SUSPECT, Page A8
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OF CRAFT

Marquette takes the worry out 
of buying your first home. We’ll 
walk you through every step of 
the process — and even show 
you any financial incentives 
available.

Call us at 814-455-4481, or visit 
MarquetteSavings.Bank/FTHB.
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“You have to win gold to 
move on to nationals,” Kight-
linger said, “but 80 percent 
medalists is pretty good, I 
would say.”

Another of the students 
who brought home some 
hardware was a student in 
Kightlinger’s shop: Edward 
Bivens, a Maplewood Ju-
nior-Senior High senior who 
won a silver medal in elec-
tronics technology.

Where Garlick came to the 
event with her work complete 
and spent most of her com-
petition time taking a written 
test on welding and engaged 
in interviews where she 
walked the judges through the 
creation of the piece, Bivens 
was deploying his skills in re-
sponse to a variety of 45-min-
ute challenges: a customer 

service exam; a written exam; 
and soldering, breadboarding 
and troubleshooting tasks.

With less than an hour to 
complete a circuit according 
to plans he had never seen be-
fore, Bivens and other com-
petitors were hard-pressed to 
finish in time.

“I was pretty scared for the 
first 10 minutes or so but after 
that it wasn’t bad,” he said. 
Taking time amid the some-
what overwhelming atmo-
sphere to introduce himself 
to the other participants also 
made for a more tolerable 
experience. “Getting to know 
everyone that was there defi-
nitely helped because then it 
didn’t feel like a competition 
— more or less, just some-
thing that I had to do.”

Crawford Tech was also 
represented by Alyssa Wha-
len, a Saegertown Junior-Se-
nior High sophomore who 
finished second in the un-

der-500 hours cosmetology 
category; Graclyn Jordan, a 
homeschooled sophomore 
from Saegertown who fin-
ished third in the open job 
skills demonstration competi-
tion; and Elizabeth Rifenber-
rick, a Conneaut Area Senior 
High senior who placed sev-
enth in basic health care.

For Rifenberrick, the com-

petition included a five- to 
seven-minute speech on a 
health-related topic — she 
chose ultraviolet radiation — 
as well as demonstrations of 
fundamental skills like CPR, 
using personal protective 
equipment and taking vital 
signs from live volunteers. 
The speech left her feeling 
“definitely nervous,” Rifen-

berrick said. “I felt more con-
fident once I got to the skills 
portion.”

Rifenberrick currently 
works as a patient care tech-
nician at Meadville Medical 
Center (MMC) and antic-
ipates passing the exam to 
qualify as a certified nursing 
assistant. In the fall, she’ll 
begin the 20-month program 
at MMC’s Sharon School of 
Nursing to become a regis-
tered nurse.

“I enjoy working with peo-
ple, hearing what happened, 
hearing what they’ve been 
through, and how I can help 
as much as I can,” she said of 
the career in nursing she has 
already started. “Everything 
that I’ve learned here really 
helps me there, and I get to 
learn more stuff every day. I 
work with new people with 
all different types of diagno-
ses — I love it.”

As Rifenberrick practiced 
taking a patient’s blood pres-
sure with two of her class-
mates in preparation for the 

upcoming CNA exam, Gar-
lick, in a shop down the hall, 
offered a similar reflection. 
Next to her was sculpture — 
the waterfall constructed of 
the E7018 electrode rods used 
for stick welding and copper 
filler rod used in tungsten in-
ert gas welding, and the shiny 
pine trees painstakingly creat-
ed out of individual fork tines.

Garlick believes the in-
depth, hands-on nature of her 
project and larger Crawford 
Tech experience will serve 
her well when she joins the 
Navy in July in hopes of be-
coming an aviation structural 
mechanic for safety equip-
ment systems.

“I feel like I’ve come a long 
way,” she said. “From what 
I’ve learned and all the trou-
bleshooting that I had to do, 
overall I’m very happy with 
the outcome.”

Mike Crowley can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at mcrowley@mead-
villetribune.com.

Tech
Continued from Page A1

MIKE CROWLEY/Meadville Tribune
The welding sculpture of a waterfall flowing through a forest helped 
Crawford Tech senior Kharizma Garlick take third in the welding sculp-
ture competition at the recent SkillsUSA Pennsylvania Leadership and 
Skills Conference in Hershey.

official described as numerous 
anti-Trump social media posts 
linked to the suspect, Cole To-
mas Allen, a 31-year-old Cal-
ifornia man accused of trying 
to breach a security checkpoint 
at the dinner while armed with 
multiple guns and knives.

Allen’s brother contacted po-
lice in New London, Connecti-
cut, after receiving the writings, 
according to the law enforce-
ment official, who was not au-
thorized to discuss the ongoing 
investigation and spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

The New London Police 
Department said in a state-
ment it was contacted at 
10:49 p.m., about two hours 
after the shooting, by an in-
dividual who wanted to share 
information related to it. The 
police department said it then 
immediately notified federal 
law enforcement.

Allen’s sister, who lives in 
Maryland, told investigators 

her brother had legally pur-
chased several weapons from 
a California gun store and kept 
them at their parents’ home in 
Torrance without their knowl-
edge, according to the official. 
She described her brother as 
prone to making radical state-
ments, the official said.

The writings examined 
by AP ran more than 1,000 
words and read as a rambling, 
deeply personal message, 
opening almost jarringly with 
a casual “hello everybody!” 
before shifting into apolo-
gies to family members and 
co-workers, and even strang-
ers he feared could be caught 
in the violence. The note 
moved between confession, 
grievance and farewell, with 
Allen thanking people in his 
life even as he sought to ex-
plain the attack.

Elsewhere, he veered be-
tween political anger, reli-
gious justifications and rebut-
tals to imagined critics. He 
also made a taunting critique 
of security at the Washington 
Hilton, mocking what he de-
scribed as lax precautions and 
expressing surprise he was 
able to enter the hotel armed 
without detection.

AP limits the use of attack-
ers’ writings and social media 
posts to avoid amplifying their 
views or encouraging copycat 
actions. The AP chooses to 
summarize their words and 

focus mainly on the victims 
and investigations.

Allen legally bought a 
.38-caliber semiautomatic 
pistol in October 2023 and a 
12-gauge shotgun two years 
later, according to the law en-
forcement official and another 
one who also spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to discuss 
the ongoing investigation.

Allen is believed to have 
traveled by train from Cal-
ifornia to Chicago and then 
onto Washington, where he 
checked himself in as a guest 
days earlier at the hotel days 
earlier where the gala dinner 
was held with its typically 
tight security, said acting at-
torney general Todd Blanche. 
He is believed to have acted 
alone and is set to face crim-
inal charges today.

Allen attempted to charge 
toward the cavernous ballroom 
at the Washington Hilton but 
was tackled to the ground in a 
violent scene that resulted in 
shots being fired, Trump being 
hurried off the stage unharmed 
and guests ducking for cover 
beneath their tables.

“It does appear that he did 
in fact set out to target folks 
who work in the administra-
tion, likely including the pres-
ident,” Blanche told NBC’s 
“Meet the Press.”

Social media posts that 
appear to match the suspect 

show he is a highly educated 
tutor and amateur video game 
developer.

A May 2025 profile photo 
of Allen appears to match the 
appearance of the man in a 
photo of the alleged attacker 
being taken into custody that 
was posted Saturday night 
by Trump. The photo, post-
ed to the social networking 
site LinkedIn, shows him in 
a cap and gown after gradu-
ating with a master’s degree 
in computer science from 
California State University, 
Dominguez Hills.

Allen earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 2017 in mechanical 
engineering from the California 
Institute of Technology in Pasa-
dena. He listed his involvement 
there in a Christian student fel-
lowship and a campus group 
that battled with Nerf guns.

A local ABC station in Los 
Angeles included an inter-
view with Allen during his 
senior year of college as part 
of a story about new technol-
ogies to help people as they 
age. He had developed a pro-
totype for a new type of emer-
gency brake for wheelchairs.

Allen contributed $25 to a 
Democratic Party political ac-
tion committee in support of 
Kamala Harris for president 
in 2024, according to federal 
campaign finance records.

The shooting at the security 
barricades happened minutes 
after the event got underway.

The Secret Service and other 
authorities swarmed the room as 
guests ducked under tables by the 
hundreds. Gasps echoed through 
the ballroom as guests realized 
something was happening. 

After an initial attempt 
to resume the event, it was 
scrapped for the night and 
will be rescheduled.

Trump was unusually con-
ciliatory after what he saw as 
a third attempt on his life in 
less than two years. He sug-
gested that his personal poli-
tics had made him a repeated 
target, but he also called for 
unity and bipartisan healing in 
an increasingly violent world.

“It’s always shocking when 
something like this happens. 
Happened to me, a little bit. 
And that never changes,” 
Trump told reporters in a 
hastily organized news con-
ference at the White House 
late Saturday.

Suspect
Continued from Page A1

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Release 
 

Louis Sanchez Honored As Best-In-State Wealth Advisor by Forbes 
 

Meadville, PA – April 7, 2026 – Louis A Sanchez Jr, CRPC®, 
CEPA®, APMA®, AIF®, BFA™, AWMA℠ a Private Wealth 
Advisor with Ameriprise Financial in Meadville, PA, was named to 
the list of “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors (#9 in Western PA, the 
highest ranking in Northwest PA)” published by Forbes. The list 
recognizes financial advisors who have demonstrated high levels 
of ethical standards, professionalism, and success in the 
business. 
 
The rankings are based on data provided by thousands of the 
nation’s most productive advisors. Louis was chosen based on 
assets under management, industry experience, compliance 
record and best practices in his practice and approach to working 
with clients.  
 
Louis is the managing partner of Financial Care Partners, a 
private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, 
LLC.  
 
As a private wealth advisory practice, Financial Care Partners 

provides financial advice that is anchored in a solid understanding of client needs and expectations and 
provided in one-on-one relationships with their clients. For more information, please contact Louis at 814-
333-1220, visit the office at 16285 Conneaut Lake Road, Suite 2 in Meadville or check out their website at 
www.financialcarepartners.com 
 
About Ameriprise Financial 
At Ameriprise Financial, we have been helping people feel confident about their financial future for more 
than 130 years1. With extensive investment advice, global asset management capabilities and insurance 
solutions, and a nationwide network of more than 10,000 financial advisors, we have the strength and 
expertise to serve the full range of individual and institutional investors' financial needs. 
 
Visit forbes.com for additional information about Forbes. www.forbes.com/lists/best-in-state-wealth-
advisors 

 # # #  
 

1Company founded June 29, 1894. 

Source: Forbes, “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors,” April 7, 2026. 
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Forbes rankings are developed by SHOOK Research and are created using an algorithm that includes both qualitative (in-person, virtual and telephone due diligence meetings; 
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Meadville, PA – April 7, 2026 – Louis A Sanchez Jr, CRPC®, CEPA®, 
APMA®, AIF®, BFA™, AWMASM a Private Wealth Advisor with
Ameriprise Financial in Meadville, PA, was named to the list of
“Best-in-State Wealth Advisors (#9 in Western PA, the highest ranking in 
Northwest PA)” published by Forbes. The list recognizes financial
advisors who have demonstrated high levels of ethical standards,
professionalism, and success in the business.
The rankings are based on data provided by thousands of the nation’s
most productive advisors. Louis was chosen based on assets under

management, industry experience, compliance record and best practices in his practice and 
approach to working with clients. 
Louis is the managing partner of Financial Care Partners, a private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. 
As a private wealth advisory practice, Financial Care Partners provides financial advice that is 
anchored in a solid understanding of client needs and expectations and provided in one-on-one 
relationships with their clients. For more information, please contact Louis at 814-333-1220, visit 
the office at 16285 Conneaut Lake Road, Suite 2 in Meadville or check out their website at www.
financialcarepartners.com
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LOCATION: ERNST TRAIL, BEAN’S AUTO TRAILHEAD

342 North St.,  Meadville, PA

814.853.0163
Check us out on 

A quick counter service, we specialize 
in Sandwiches & Pizza at a great price! 
Great place for a quick tasty 

lunch or dinner. 

COMMUTE WITH ENTERPRISE

THERE’S AN EXCITING NEW
WAY TO COMMUTE TO WORK!

has partnered with CATA to provide vanpool options
in Crawford and Venango Counties. This partnership
supports CATA’s commitment to affordable shared
mobility options for residents and employees who
commute in or out of the service area.

Commuters that are employed in Crawford or Venango
Counties as well as Employers located in those counties

interested in joining the program, please visit
catabus.org/vanpool-program or call 814-336-5600 x 107.

Benefits Older 
Pennsylvanians.

Every Day.

CATA is supported by the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation and the Pennsylvania Lottery 

Let’s Ride Together.
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 “House of Guinness” (Netflix — Sept. 25, 
Series Premiere)

House of Guinness explores an epic story 
inspired by one of Europe’s most famous and 
enduring dynasties — the Guinness Family. 
Set in 19th-century Dublin and New York City, 
the story begins immediately after the death of 
Sir Benjamin Guinness, the man responsible 
for the extraordinary success of the Guinness 
brewery, and the far-reaching impact of his will 
on the fate of his four adult children.

Van Tuil Photo & Imaging 
2 x 1.5” ad

Armstrong Cable 
2 x 3.5” ad

B/ Active Aging Foundation 
2 x 3” ad

In focus

Carrie Ann Inaba (“The 
Talk”), Bruno Tonioli (“What 
a Girl Wants,” 2003) and 
six-time series winner Derek 
Hough (“Nashville”) will cer-
tainly have their work cut out 
for them as judges when inter-
net famous faces take to the 
floor during the Season 34 

premiere of “Dancing With 
the Stars,” airing Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, on ABC.

A staple on broadcast tele-
vision since 2005, the dance 
competition series has made 
itself notoriously known for 
keeping tight-lipped about its 
upcoming competitors, leav-
ing fans to be surprised when 
popular — and unexpected 
— celebrities make their way 
onto the dance floor.

For this upcoming season, 
however, “DWTS” has made 
an impression by announcing 
not one, not two, but four of 
its Season 34 competitors, 
all months in advance of the 
show’s return.

First to be announced was 

Robert Irwin — son of the 
late “Crocodile Hunter” Steve 
Irwin — who confirmed his 
participation back in April on 
“Good Morning America.” 
At 21 years old, the animal 
enthusiast will be following 
in the footsteps of older sister 
Bindi, who appeared on Sea-
son 21 of “DWTS” and even-
tually won the Len Goodman 
Mirrorball Trophy alongside 
her professional dance part-
ner, Derek Hough.

“I cannot tell you what an 
honor, what a privilege it is to 
be joining this season,” Irwin 
shared during Hulu’s “Get 
Real!” event.

At only 11, Irwin watched 
his sister become a champion, 

claiming she had the “most 
incredible time” on the com-
petition floor.

With plenty more celebri-
ties to be announced, “Danc-
ing With the Stars’” 34th sea-
son premieres Tuesday, Sept. 
16, on ABC.

lifestyle
 Celebrity dance battle: 

Four competitors 
announced ahead 
of “DWTS” Season 

34 premiere 

BY CAROLINE COLLACUTT

Alfonso Ribeiro and 
Julianne Hough host 
“Dancing With the Stars”
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