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Contributed photo
Crawford Tech carpentry instructor Dan Douglas (left) and and Black Ash Sportsman Club representative Tom 
Mattis (right) pose recently with carpentry program students in front of a skeet house the students construct-
ed this spring. The house will replace another at the Black Ash Sportsman Club in Guys Mills. The structure 
will hold the equipment used to launch the clay targets used in skeet shooting.

Crawford Tech students 
build skeet house

more people I see on their 
phones, distracted, texting 
— many times, you don’t 
know how they’re staying 
in their lane because they 

are not looking at the road 
at all.”

Phone use by drivers is 
often obvious, according 
to Acker, who recalled 
pulling over people hold-
ing their phones to their 
ears with one hand or vis-
ibly holding the screens in 
front of them.

“People have grown ac-
customed to doing it. It’s 
habitual for them,” he said. 
“They respond to that cell-
phone, whether it be a text 
message, Snapchat, phone 
call, they automatically re-
spond to it. They get a mes-
sage and they feel like they 
have to respond.”

Acker was optimistic 
that hands-free technol-
ogy in newer vehicles or 
simply inexpensive phone 
holders that have become 
widely available will help 
drivers break the phone-
use habit.

Both chiefs noted the 
law exempts police, but 
said they expect their offi-
cers to set good examples. 
Stefanucci said he believes 

cellphone use likely played 
a role when a former offi-
cer crashed into a house ad-
jacent to the Mercer Street 
bridge in July 2025.

Acker, too, has seen the 
effect of cellphone use both 
on and off the job.

“I almost got hit because 
of a guy on his cellphone 
while I was in the cruis-
er,” he said, recalling his 
time as an officer with the 
Vernon Township Police 
Department. “Even in my 
personal vehicle while I’m 
driving down the road, I’m 
watching people spill back 
and forth between the lines, 
weaving all over the place 
and when you get close to 
them, you see they’re on 
their cellphone.

“It’s scary,” Acker added.

Mike Crowley can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 
or by email at mcrowley@
meadvilletribune.com.
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Among the amendments 
proposed in the bill would 
be the express statement 
that prescription drugs 
could be donated by indi-
viduals, healthcare facili-

ties, hospitals, health clin-
ics, drug manufacturers and 
drug wholesalers.

The Cancer Drug Repos-
itory Program was created 
by the state Legislature in 
2008. It’s a voluntary pro-
gram overseen by the State 
Board of Pharmacy.

Cutler wrote in a co-spon-
sorship memo for the bill 

that millions of dollars has 
been saved in other states 
with expanded drug repos-
itory programs, citing more 
than $64 million in 796,000 
shared prescriptions in 
Georgia since 2017, and 
150,000 prescriptions val-
ued at $44.2 million in Wy-
oming since 2007.

In explaining his re-
jection of the agreement, 
Schultz said that rather than 
accept a binding sentencing 
agreement in cases like the 
one against Williams, he 
needs discretion to deter-
mine an appropriate penal-
ty.

“I’m not going to do 
that,” Schultz told Wil-
liams. “I’m simply not 
going to do that — I don’t 
know enough about you, I 
don’t know enough about 
the facts of the case.”

Williams was charged 
late last June after state po-
lice searched his farm in the 
17300 block of Townhouse 
Road, about 2.5 miles west 
of Saegertown. Ten horses 
and 12 cows were found 
in extremely poor health, 
according to the affidavit 
filed by police in the case. 
All but two of the cows, 
which escaped through 
“poorly constructed fenc-

ing,” were seized and trans-
ported by police, staff from 
the ANNA Shelter and vol-
unteers for immediate med-
ical attention. The two re-
maining cows were seized 
in October.

The animals were all 
“extremely underweight by 
several hundred pounds,” 
according to the affidavit. 
In addition, all of the an-
imals had overgrown or 
cracked hooves and some 
had “rain rot,” bacterial 
skin infections. The hors-
es’ hooves were affected by 
white line disease, fungal 
or bacterial infections that 
destroy the outer portions 
of the hoof. Some of the 
cows and horses also had 
pneumonia and were mal-
nourished, police reported.

During the June 2025 
search, a trooper told Wil-
liams that the animals 
looked terrible.

“They do,” Williams re-
plied according to the af-
fidavit. “I admit that they 
need some more TLC.”

Williams was not willing 
to voluntarily surrender the 

animals, police reported at 
the time.

With Schultz’s rejection 
of the sentencing agree-
ment, the case remains, 
open and Williams is 
scheduled to appear Aug. 
31 at the call of the list 
or the September term of 
criminal court, when pros-
ecutors and defendants for 
all open cases offer the 
court an update on where 
the cases stand.

With multiple plea court 
sessions before other judg-
es scheduled before that 
time, Williams still has an 
opportunity to enter a plea, 
Howe noted.

“The judge wouldn’t 
agree to be part of the 
agreed-upon six years of 
probation,” Howe said, “so 
either it will be attempted 
to be entered some oth-
er time in front of another 
judge or there might have 
to be something changed.”

Mike Crowley can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 
or by email at mcrowley@
meadvilletribune.com.
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By Eric Scicchitano
ERICS@CNHINEWS.COM

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania’s annual budget 
deadline approaches, and 
leading lawmakers say nego-
tiations are ongoing.

Whether a budget for 2026-
27 is adopted by the June 30 
deadline remains to be seen. 
Each of the past four budgets 
has been adopted late, and 
a missed budget deadline is 
something that has occurred 
more often than not across the 
past two decades.

House Majority Appro-
priations Chair Rep. Jordan 
Harris, D-Philadelphia, and 
House Minority Leader Rep. 
Jesse Topper, R-Bedford/Ful-
ton, each said this week that 
budget talks are ongoing, as 
are meetings between legisla-
tors involved in negotiations, 
as well as the governor, and 
among their respective staffs.

Budgets that are late by 
days or even weeks can have 
little to no publicly discern-
ible impact. Legal precedent 
demands that many fiscal ob-
ligations be met regardless, 
including cutting paychecks 
to state employees.

The current year’s budget 
was adopted more than four 
months beyond the deadline, 
and in those instances, public 
institutions and their partners 
can be pained. Some public 
schools, county governments 
and human service providers 
can be forced to take out loans 
and furlough staff to maintain 
operations until state funding 
flows.

“It’s early. I would say we 
are ahead of where we were 
in last year’s process. You’re 
still dealing with a very di-
vided government, one of the 
most closely divided in the 
nation,” Topper said, adding 
that budget meetings in some 
form or fashion occur daily.

Harris said the growing fa-
miliarity among the lawmak-
ers involved and their staffers 
will be helpful in avoiding the 
135-day delay Pennsylvania 
experienced last year.

“We are having conver-
sations with all parties. Our 
staffs have been meeting and 
exchanging documents,” Har-
ris said. “They’ve yet to send 
us (a budget proposal) but 
we have sent a budget over 
there.”

This year, similar to last 
year, the overall spend is a 
fundamental divider between 
legislative Republicans, 
Democrats and the governor.

Gov. Josh Shapiro intro-
duced a $53.2 billion budget 
request in February, repre-
senting a 6.2% increase above 
the $50.1 billion budget that 
had finally been settled less 
than 90 days prior.

The House Democratic 
majority mirrored that budget 
and moved it over to the state 
Senate in mid-April with the 
support of a handful of Re-
publicans.

It predictably stalled in the 
upper chamber, where Re-
publicans maintain a voting 
majority. Also stalled are sep-
arate bills proposing to legal-
ize and tax recreational mari-
juana and to tax and regulate 
video skill games — both 
of which would be key new 
revenue drivers in a budget 
proposal that, even with the 
initiatives included, has a $4.6 
billion deficit.

Shapiro and his Democrat-
ic allies in the Legislature 
propose backfilling the deficit 
with a drawdown from Penn-
sylvania’s Rainy Day Fund, 
an account approaching $8 
billion. A two-thirds majority 
vote in the House and Senate 
would be necessary, separate 
from the budget votes, and is 
complicated by restrictions on 
how the funds can be used.

Those favoring Shapiro’s 
proposal applaud further in-
vestments in public educa-
tion, social service programs 
and workforce development 
— investments supporters say 
are necessary to attract inves-
tors and families seeking to 
relocate or who are consider-
ing moving away.

Opponents worry that defi-
cit spending without new 
revenue exacerbates a struc-
tural deficit and will exhaust 
the Rainy Day Fund in three 
years, particularly because 
there’s no indication that the 
proposed new budget drivers, 
including raising the hourly 
minimum wage to $15, have 
the support necessary to clear 
the state Senate.

Pennsylvania’s current-year 
revenues were beating projec-
tions by nearly $928 million 
entering June.

However, Topper said the 
out-year deficit projections 
are compounding.

The Independent Fiscal 
Office, a non-partisan legis-
lative agency that typically 
leans conservative in its fiscal 
approach, estimates revenues 
lower than the Shapiro admin-
istration does in the budget 
proposal. The IFO suggests 
that if enacted, and inclusive 
of new revenue drivers that 
are far from settled, Pennsyl-
vania would have a structural 
deficit of $6 billion and grow-
ing.

To meet the proposed level 
of spending would require ex-
hausting the commonwealth’s 
savings, Topper said. Instead, 
he said “adjustments” must 
be made to ensure Pennsylva-
nia’s future budgets are “sus-
tainable.”

“We still need to be cog-

nizant of how much we’re 
spending, particularly when 
it comes to new programming 
and things we need to spend 
on into the future,” Topper 
said.

Harris stresses that educa-
tion, plus health and human 
services, constitute the bulk 
of budgetary spending.

Pennsylvania is under court 
mandate to adjust its funding 
formula for public education 
after it was ruled unconstitu-
tional.

The “adequacy gap” for 
hundreds of school districts 
with less affluent local tax 
bases was estimated at $4.6 
billion — though the Com-
monwealth Court didn’t ex-
pressly rule that more money 
must be spent. More than $1 
billion was infused in the past 
two budgets to make up the 
difference. With the addition-
al $565 million proposed for 
next school year in adequacy 
funding, Harris notes Penn-
sylvania would be one-third 
of the way along.

“It’s not like there’s a ton of 
new initiatives, new this and 
that. There’s not a whole lot 
of shiny objects in this bud-
get. It’s really us trying to 
maintain and pay the bills of 
the commonwealth,” Harris 
said before being asked about 
the structural deficit. “I hear 
that and I ask the question: 
What shouldn’t we fund? … 
What are you cutting? What 
shouldn’t be funded?”

“You can’t say we have is-
sues without offering realistic 
solutions,” he said.

The state Senate acted this 
week to line up “housekeep-
ing” bills for the budget, 
namely, those that aren’t con-
troversial. The upper chamber 
hasn’t offered its own propos-
al for a general fund budget, 
maintaining an unofficial 
procedure where the House 
offers a plan from which ne-
gotiations derive.

Senate Majority Appropri-
ations Chair Sen. Scott Mar-
tin, R-Berks/Lancaster, said 
this week simply that a “good 
faith” approach continues to-
ward resolving a budget, one 
that “tackles the significant 
challenges our Common-
wealth faces.”

Asked to respond to Harris’ 
questions about what spend-
ing proposals should be cut, 
a spokesperson for Martin re-
plied that increasing spending 
amid a structural deficit won’t 
solve the challenges faced by 
Pennsylvania.

“Senator Martin has con-
sistently spoken about the 
need for reforms in Medicaid 
and other entitlement pro-
grams to reduce the explo-
sive growth of spending for 
human services. He also has 
raised concerns regarding the 
$150 million in new spend-
ing proposed for the Depart-
ment of Corrections when 
the closure of two facilities 
last year should have result-
ed in around $100 million in 
savings,” spokesperson Jason 
Thompson said. “Rebasing 
spending for other line items 
based on historic funding 
lapses will also be helpful in 
closing the budget gap.”

Budget talks underway as Pa.’s 
annual deadline approaches

We do not o�er every plan available in your area. Currently we 
represent 8 organizations which o�er 92 products in your 
area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800 MEDICARE, or your 
local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get 

information on all of your options.
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14 Karat White Gold
2 Carat Sapphire
& Diamond Ring

$1,595.00$1,595.00

CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY

 e Classic Bedding Brands TWIN
2-Pe-Set

FULL
2-Pe-Set

QUEEN
2-Pe-Set

KING
3-Pe-Set

THE CLASSIC $249 $369 $499 N/A
CLASSIC PLUS $369 $469 $599 $799

CLASSIC DREAM $449 $599 $739 $899
CLASSIC GRAND $549 $719 $869 $999

OUR BEST
CLASSIC ELITE

$649 $849 $999 $1,149

We Also Build Odd Sizes for Antique Beds!

WWW.CLASSICBEDDINGMANUFACTURING.COM

BUY DIRECT FROM LOCAL FACTORY

Manufacturing Co. Factory
and Showroom

10212 Old State Rd., Conneaut Lake PA 16316
STORE HOURS:

Mon-Fri. 9:30 - 5 • Sat. 9:30 - 2

            (814) 382-1883

Come in & see a mattress being made!

814-425-2433
23032 US Hwy. 322

Cochranton PA, 16314
Visit www.sunsetmemorials.net

Pre-plan your own memorial or honor
to ed.

�ey Want To Be Remembered

NOW SHOWING  6/5 - 6/11

MEADVILLE
814-333-2727

MINNESOTA AXE AT MEADVILLE
FOR YOUR AXE THROWING ADVENTURE ONLY $15 AN HOUR PER PERSON

GO TO WWW.MNAXE.COM

FRI & SAT 10AM-10:30PM, SUN 12PM-9PM,
MON & WED 10AM-8PM, TUES & THURS 10AM-10:30PM

SECRET CINEMA – FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH @ 7PM
NEXT MYSTERY FILM IS JULY 2ND

CLUELESS (1995)
SUN. JUNE 7 & JUNE 10 – 3:30PM & 5:45PM

FLASHBACK CINEMA

www.themoviesat.com

MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE (PG-13)
10:00 • 11:00 • 1:00 • 2:00 • 4:00

5:00 • 7:00 • 8:00 • 10:00
 

SCARY MOVIE (R)
10:00 • 12:20 • 2:50 • 5:20 • 7:50 • 10:30

 
AMAZING DIGITAL CIRCUS

10:30 • 12:50 • 3:10 • 5:35 • 8:00 • 10:20
NO 3:10 & 5:35 SHOWS ON 6•/10

 
PRESSURE (PG-13)

11:00 • 1:45 • 4:30 • 7:15 • 10:00
 

BACKROOMS (R)
2:15 • 4:55 • 7:35 • 8:45 • 10:15

 
THE BREADWINNER (PG)

10:30 • 11:30 • 1:00 • 3:30 • 6:00
NO 3:30 & 6:00 SHOWS ON 6/7

 
STAR WARS: THE MANDALORIAN

AND GROGU (PG-13)
10:15 • 1:15 • 4:15 • 7:15 • 10:15

 
OBSESSION (R)

11:00 • 2:00 • 5:10 • 7:45 • 10:20


